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ment, communities that have no voice in the choice of representatives
have been very largely neglected.
HISTORY OF BOER ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION
(2)  There is in the Transvaal, at the present moment, an estimated
population of over 12,000 British Indians.   Before war, the adult Indian
population was 15,000.
(3)  The first Indian settlers found their way into the Transvaal in the
early 'eighties.
(4)  They were then free from restrictions of any kind whatsoever.
(5)  But by their successful enterprise, they aroused the jealousy of
white traders and soon there sprang up an anti-Indian agitation initiated
by chambers of commerce wherein the British element was predominent.
(6)  As a result, the "Government of the late President Kruger approa-
ched Her late Majesty's Government for permission to pass legislation
restrictive of the liberty of British Indians. They proposed to interpret
the term, "Natives", occurring in the London Convention, to include
Asiatics.
(7)  This contention Her Majesty's advisers rejected but they were
not unwilling, for "sanitary reasons", to sanction legislation restricting Asia-
tics as to their residence to Bazaars or Locations with the proviso that
British Indians of the trader class should be left entirely free.
(8)  As a result of these-negotiations, Law 3 of 1885 as amended in
1886 was passed.
(9)  Immediately it became known, a strong protest went up from
British Indians.
(10)  It was then realized that the Law was, contrary to the expecta-
tions of Her late Majesty's Government, sought to be enforced against
all British Indians.
(11)  Then followed a series of strong representations by  Her late
Majesty's Government, addressed to the late Boer Government, culminat-
ing in the matter being submitted to the arbitration of the then Chief
Justice of the Orange River Colony.1
(12)  Between 1885 and 1895, therefore, the Law 3 of 1885 practically
remained a dead letter, although the Boer Government always threatened
to enforce it.
(13)  The award of the arbitrator did not define the legal position.
But it left the question of interpretation of Law 3 of 1885 to the Courts
of the late Republic.2
(14)  British Indians again appealed to the British Government for
protection.
(15)  Mr. Chamberlain, whilst he declined to disturb the award, did
not abandon the case for the Indian subjects of Her late Majesty. In
his dispatch dated the 4th September 1895, he stated:
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